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exemption from military conscription for them and their
families; the exercise of civil and'criminal jurisdiction in
lower courts (and sometimes also in the higher courts);
jurisdiction in forestry; the inspection of churches, schools,
and charitable organizations, in conformity with the laws
of the country.
Although the German Constitution seemed to accept
the principle of liberty, there was nowhere any mention
of that equality. The Charter had given definite assurances
of dvil equality for all classes and of opportunity for all
Germans to obtain government positions. Article 14 of
the Constitution, however, created a super aristocracy,
intermediate between the reigning dynasties and the no-
bility, which was overwhelmed with sovereign rights,
privileges, and prerogatives. The old aristocratic order in
Germany had risen upon the ruins of the Holy Roman
Empire, and it had risen intact with all its old splendor,
even stronger, perhaps, than before, because it had been
redeemed. This f estoration of the old German aristocracy
was the great difference between France and Germany up
till 1914. France was to become governed more and more
by the wealthy and cultured bourgeoisie, while Germany
was to continue to be governed by the aristocracy, the
upper bourgeoisie remaining in a more or less constant
state of subordination. During the nineteenth century,
surrounded by a Europe that was rapidly becoming demo-
cratic, and by bourgeoisies becoming wealthier and more
numerous, Germany remained a stronghold of aristocracy.
Such was the Constitution which Germany set up at
Vienna on the ruins of the Holy Roman Empire and the
makeshift improvisations of Napoleon. By Germany is
meant the powers which then governed her: the great
and small courts, the aristocracies, the bureaucracies, and
the cultured classes which waited upon the courts. But all
' those powers had been puppets whose strings were pulled
by two master sKowmen, one of them invisible and the
other actively engaged on the stage of the Congress. The